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* California and N. Nevada: Barbara Stillman and Lolly Konecky, 515 E Carefree Hwy #1128, Phoenix, AZ, 85085, 602-942-8950
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* Delaware: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 32759, 888-616-8319
* Florida: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217
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* Indiana: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 32759, 888-616-8319
Towa: Linda Glendy, P.O. Box 6, Tama, IA 52339, 641-751-2619
* Kansas: Cindy Baldwin, 988 9th Ave., McPherson, KS 67460, 866-966-9815
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Michigan: Bill & Leslie Howell, 2875 Dunkirk Dr., Saginaw, Michigan 48603, 989-751-8860
* Minnesota: Kim & Mickey Keller, 2920 144th Ave NE, Ham Lake MN, 55304, 763-754-1661
* Missouri: Lenda & Richard Brown,, P.O. Box 32581, Oklahoma City, OK, 73123, phone/fax 405-470-2597
* Montana: Kelsey Ruzicka, P.O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717 605-568-0181
* Nebraska: Barbara Stillman and Lolly Konecky, 515 E Carefree Hwy #1128, Phoenix, AZ, 85085, 602-942-8950
* Nevada (N): Barbara Stillman and Lolly Konecky, 515 E Carefree Hwy #1128, Phoenix, AZ, 85085, 602-942-8950
* Nevada (S): Glena Dunn, 4568 Carol Circle, Las Vegas, NV, 89120, 702-523-1803
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* New Jersey: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 32759, 888-616-8319
New Mexico: Jan & John Keller, 11250 Glen Canyon Dr., Falcon CO 80831, 719-866-8570
* N. Carolina: Barbara Stillman and Lolly Konecky, 515 E Carefree Hwy #1128, Phoenix, AZ, 85085, 602-942-8950
* North Dakota: Kelsey Ruzicka, P.O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717 605-568-0181
* Ohio: Barb Moore, P. O. Box 37, Cable, OH, 43009, 937-652-1157
* Oklahoma: Lenda & Richard Brown,, P.O. Box 32581, Oklahoma City, OK, 73123, phone/fax 405-470-2597
* Oregon: Barbara Stillman and Lolly Konecky, 515 E Carefree Hwy #1128, Phoenix, AZ, 85085, 602-942-8950
* Pennsylvania: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 32759, 888-616-8319
* Rhode Island: Dave & Amy Carter, PPO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217
* S. Carolina: Barbara Stillman and Lolly Konecky, 515 E Carefree Hwy #1128, Phoenix, AZ, 85085, 602-942-8950
* South Dakota: Kelsey Ruzicka, P.O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717 605-568-0181
* Texas: Lenda & Richard Brown, P.O. Box 32581, Oklahoma City, OK, 73123, phone/fax 405-470-2597
* Vermont: Robin Levison, 24 Bluebird Lane, Gloversville, NC 12078, 518-752-6399
* Virginia: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 2419, Cumming, GA 30028, 866-825-9217
* Washington & E. OR & S. ID: Barbara Stillman and Lolly Konecky, 515 E Carefree Hwy #1128, Phoenix, AZ, 85085, 602-942-8950
* West Virginia: Merle and Gail Taylor, PO Box 320, Meridianville, AL 32759, 888-616-8319
* Wisconsin: Scott & Jennifer Hughes, P. O. Box 276, Altoona, WI, 54720, 715-838-9426
* Wyoming: Kelsey Ruzicka, P.O. Box 2015, Belle Fourche, SD 57717 605-568-0181

CANADA

* Alberta: Marcy Horswill, Suite 114-919 Centre St NW, Calgary, AZ T2E 2P6, 587-585-3545

* British Columbia: Marcy Horswill, 383 Trinity Dr., Nariaimo, BC VIR 5X3, 587-585-3545

* Manitoba & Saskatchewan: Colleen Gust, Box 801 Stn Main, White City, SK S4L 5B1, 306-585-0274
* Ontario: Harriet Ramos, 115-1803 St. Joseph Blvd. Orleans, ON K1C 6E7, 613-424-6420
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Reproduction or use, without permission, of editorial or graphic content in any manner is prohibited
by law. 515 E Carefree Hwy, #1128, Phoenix, AZ 85085. Subscription price: 1 Year, 6 Issues, $18.00.
Single copies: $3.00. The paper is furnished free to the customers at each advertiser.

THE COUNTRY REGISTER is registered as a business trade name and also a trademark in
the State of Arizona.

The Country Register is a United States and Canadian network of independently
owned and published specialty newspapers for the consumer who enjoys outstanding
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Have the Country Register delivered
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way te show semeone you are thinking of them!

5 send in this form to receive each tssue of ..
The C ountry Re gister
Bix issues mailed directly 1o you for only $2.-|]-
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Address
ity State: Zip.
Phone
This is a Gift | |
Gift Subscription From | Phone;
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The Country Register lart my subscnpton:
Al5 E. Carefree Hwy, #1128 || Current lssue
(NE) Phoenix, AL 85085 il

Disclaimer

Articles published in this newspaper, which are contributed from an outside source, express the
opinions of their authors only and may not express the viewpoint(s) of the management or staff of
The Country Register. Such articles that are accepted for publication herein may be edited at the sole
discretion of the publisher.

Responsibility for products advertised in this newspaper lies with the advertisers themselves.
Though The Country Register will not knowingly publish fraudulent materials or fraudulently ob-
tained materials, we are not liable for any damages arising from the purchase or use of products
advertised herein. Notification regarding any consumer complaints related to merchandise purchased
from our advertisers would be appreciated and would assist in our efforts. Copyright © 2024 by The
Country Register,515 E Carefree Hwy, #1128, Phoenix, AZ 85085.
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Flurry Frenzy Shop Hop Fun
January 27th to February 3rd

The 2024 Metro Area Flurry Frenzy Shop Hop will be held in the Nebraska Metro
Area from Saturday, January 27th to Saturday, February 3rd. Shop hoppers will have eight
days to visit eight participating quilt shops during the fun local quilting event.

Participating Omaha shops are: in Omaha - Country Sampler, Mangelsen’s, Celtic
Quilter and Fabric Bash (LaVista); in Lincoln - Calico House and Cosmic Cow; in Blair
- Acme Fabric Company; and in Louisville - Around the Spool Quilting Company. Be
sure to check with each shop to see what specials they have planned during the Shop Hop.

Passports can be picked up at participating shops beginning on January 27th. During
the hop, the shops will have their own hours. Each shop will provide a free fat quarter, a
stamp on the passport and a notion demonstration. After visiting all eight shops during the
dates allowed, turn in your passport to one of the participating shops to be eligible to win
a $25 gift card.

It’s that simple! And yes, it is FREE! You must be 18 and over and only one passport
per person, please.

PARTICIPATING SHOPS ©

ﬁB Days

togate ACME Fabric & Quilt Co

& 1716 Washington 51, Blair | (002 833-1005

B Ou Itltq‘:?hﬂps Country Sampler i
11928 W Center Fid, Omaha, NE | (402) 333-8131

8 FREE Fat Quarters Misigslaint !

and a chance to win a A457 5 B4tk Sx, Ornaiha, NE | (402 391-8224

H Celtic Cuitter
$25 Glﬂ: Cﬂrd 50RO S 108th, Ormaha, NE | (402} 512-7185
to one of your faverite quilt shops! Fabric: Bas!

'E:J.-_ﬂ Portal R 8111, LaVista, NE | (802} 884- 2006

Calico House
5221 S 4818 S8, Linogin | (4029 £88-1087

Check with each shop
for their .

Mation Demonstrations

Flurry Frenzy Special Cosmic Cow .
« 5136 Havelock Ave, Lincoln | (402 £684-4040
Pick up a passport at one of U Around the Spool Quilting Company %,
participating shops and Jar b 110 'W 2nd 5t Loutswile | 402 S88-0042 "
N
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Making Choices Brings Change

by Barbara Kalkis

Sometimes it seems as if all the wise sayings in the world have already been said by
those old standbys: the Bible, Einstein (Did the man ever say anything useless?),Confucius,
various Greeks who all seemed to be philosophers and the wisest people known universally
as “Mom” and “Anonymous”.

As one year ends and another enters, I realize that Mom and “Anonymous” have given
me some of the best guidance. Mom’s advice was practical. If I asked to do something that
all my friends were doing, she would reply, “Just because everyone else jumps off a bridge,
doesn’t mean you should.” (While teaching me to think before acting, that comment ruined
me for diving into pools or running freely into the ocean. I still tiptoe into the shallows and
slowly edge my way to the deeper water.)

When Covid struck in 2020, we were forced into solitude and standing 6 feet apart.
While online meeting software emerged to save our collective sanity, it was still a time of
separation. It seemed that the silver linings to the covid ‘cloud’ were that we could slouch
around in our pajamas, watch TV or browse the internet until the need for food drove us
into the kitchen and postpone cleaning since visitors were not likely to show up on the
doorstep.

That initial shutdown motivated me to develop a fresh philosophy about how I wanted
to spend my time (or die of boredom). B.C. (Before Covid), I had been a sometime
crafter — a dabbler making greeting cards, writing poetry, commentaries, or letters,
sewing, embroidering and perfecting the art of single crochet. (Potholders for everyone
at Christmas. Bonus! They double as a face cloth, hot pad, bar cloth and dolly’s winter
blanket.)

In those gloomy days, I discovered three wise-saying gems. The first was from the
Bible: “In the world you will have trouble but take courage. I have conquered the world.”
That saying comforted me. The second saying came from Loralee in our cardmaking
group. She sent an email telling us to embrace “Prolific Creativity.” Her comment inspired
me. “Anonymous” provided the third saying. It sits on my desk next to my computer, so I
see it every day. The faded paper is curled and brittle. The advice says, “The Three C’s of
Life: CHOICES, CHANCES, CHANGES. You must make a choice to take a chance, or your
life will never change.”

If you recognize this saying, it’s because it was published in The Country Register. 1
don’t know the edition or publication date. I do know these words have guided me to focus
on choosing activities I enjoy and enthusiastically pursue them. I more readily take chances
to do something different. Mostly, I’ve learned that change is refreshing.

As we complete one year and welcome a new one, let’s leverage our “Art Advantage”
and resolve to play, create, dream, invent, design, decorate and build more. We love art,
let’s live it. Welcome inspiration, seek beauty in the world around us. And if it’s not there,
let’s bring it in. Creativity energizes our thinking, opens us to visualize what can be, not just
what is. Hobbies keep us searching for new ideas. They spur us to turn our appreciation of
the world into art. We simply need to make a date with ourselves to play and be creatively
prolific again and again.

A House can be an architectural achievement, but Home is where we find comfort,
soothe our spirits and make the choice to set our heart and art free. Go for it. Happy New
Year!

©Barbara Kalkis. Barbara spends her time writing, teaching, and working as a
marketing consultant. She’s the author of Little Ditties for Every Day: A Collection of
Thoughts in Rhyme and Rhythm. Contact her at BarbaraKalkisOl @ gmail.com.
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| 10351 Portal Rd. #111 La Vista, NE wp M/ |
. 8000 sq. ft i
: APQS, Janome, Juki, Baby Lock Machine Sales & Service 1
" Loangarm Rentals [
i Ghop Omline for We are the ONLY Juki Dealer in NE i
' aone timel5'% Nebraska's Quilting Destination - Visitors from all 50 siales :
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Qu'lfers and Crafters

Come see us for Omaha’s argest selection
of patterng and books
* Over 5,000 bolte of fabric
* Longarm qu:ng gervices
* Qtitching supplies
* Quilt kite & more
* Crogg etitch supplieg
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11928 West CenterOmaha

on the access road at (20 & Corder =

(402)333-613| .4,

1/©

eountrysampleronline.com
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5080 S 108th St
Omaha, NE 68137
402-512-7195
celticquilteromaha.com

Largest Classrooms in the Omaha Area
Full class schedule including
National and International Educators

AccuQuilt Kimberbell
Martelli Open Sgws-.
Koala Longarm Services

Floriani, Embellish, Hemingworth, Aurifil & Glide Threads
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LINCOLMN
10044 Maple 51 G Machines O Notions 5740 Ol Cheney STE 20
402-572-1212 O Service O Classes 531-300-2731

[ beminaemaha.com berninalineoln.com

245 W. Halleck St.
Papillion, NE
402-880-3559
cordescottagefcox.net
wwew.cordescottages.com
Orwners ~ Gary & Gerry Cordes
Wi grandmd Ko Homn'
D svd oY o AT L hﬁ:m
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Aendiov this ad and wecedve $20 off pen pevaoa. when of leasl 4 alay 2 nighls or foager.

Much thought went inte making our Cottage the perfect retreat center.
Wi hiven B biadis. & sewineg tables, B kea lights. 4 design walls, 3 inning boands & rons, a cutling tabla,
B rolling chrs, wikons §0 biing i your supples & nire overhaad lighting, Al you niéssd & bring |5 your
Saing machineg, your peojects & your ipod| By eomplimantany Cinnamon Pacan Rl one moming!
Make your reservations now!

Reflections /

Framing & Stitching
Full service Custosn Framing & Counted Cross Stich Stone

Wi speciafize in framing Nesdloar? fut cin nake
mg’ﬂwﬁum&wmﬁﬁm%mﬁ
ers, prinds, shadowpenes, memorabilis, ferengs and
! Hn.u-u'iwidf_ﬁ'm mﬂEﬂﬂ:mﬂ'mum
chigoid fremd

We'd love to help you with all powr cross shilch meeds; Cross Stitoh Fabric = Everagaye,
Alda and Linens from 10-52 count  Embroidery Floss - We stock the camplets linas of The
Gentle Art, Weeks Dye Worics, Classic Colorworks and Carrie’s Creations cottons and silks®
Charts ~ Hundreds of charts feom all your favosite designers in stock, I we don't have i
we'll be happy to ceder it! Accessories ~ We carry all the accessories you need to start your
el project, Soisiors, Fobs, C-5naps, Hoops, Neadlag, Meedleminders, Wakers and mare!

NEW LOCATION 1620 Wilshire Dr, Ste 101, Bellevue, NE 65005
Open: TU-FR 10-5, 5at 10-2 » Phone: 402-331-1740 = www.reflections-framing com

Lohﬂamr. C?uiu'ihﬂ Services
We offer competitive rates, a quick
turnaround and accept T-shirt quilts.

On the Edge: Scallops, Waves & Wonkies

Become Inspired

Season of Winter

by Annice Rockwell

Peaceful Dwellings

As the festive, fast-paced excitement of the holidays draws to a close, we are given
a chance to create a protective sanctuary of peace to enjoy the season of winter. Winter
weekends might find us venturing to nearby antiques shops searching for perfect pieces to
add to our room arrangements. Early baskets, blue decorated stoneware jugs, early treen
and country lighting are all wonderful investments that add touches of warmth to our
indoor vignettes. Tavern tables flanked with wing-back chairs can be moved closer to the
hearth now for a cozy fireside arrangement in which to enjoy a piping hot meal of chicken
pot pie and homemade cranberry chutney.

Symbols of Comfort

Our outdoor additions can be equally fulfilling. Setting up the evergreen tree that graced
our keeping room during the holidays as an outdoor sanctuary for our wildlife can add
visual interest and appeal. Adding natural decorations such as pinecones filled with peanut
butter and birdseed can provide a special winter treat for our feathered friends.

As the snow falls and blankets the roads, our home takes on a whole new look against
the new backdrop of white. Silhouetted against a stark landscape its features often stand
out now as a symbol of comfort and shelter against the season’s cold and blustery days.

Shift to Stillness

Being outside in the elements to gather our seasoned wood for the fire, we are reminded
of how blessed we truly are to have the safety of home. Unexpected snow days where a
depth of snow provides a day off from our normal daily work provides us with time, we can
spend enjoying the pure beauty of nature. A winter walk enveloped by the stillness of winter
is a country treat meant to be savored. Despite its initially withered and worn appearance,
the woods are actually quite vibrant and alive. The sun’s radiant rays on the snow create
a brilliance that only belongs to winter. As it is enjoyed, we may catch a glimpse of small
creatures endeavoring to forage. We might take advantage of a spectacular new view of our
maple swamp as its bare trees allow us to see even more of its fringed beauty.

Continued on next page...

&m&hﬂ' Classes at Mangelren's:
With Diane Harris, Stash Bandit

Diane Is a scrap quilt
specialist and an
experienced teacher who
loves to share the joy of
creating with others.

L bt T

January 20 from 10am-4pm

February 5 from 10am-4pm
Rainbow Riot: Scrappy Sensation

March 16 from 10am-4pm ..-—-'\?
Asterisk: Looks Hards, Sews Easy

&d«ﬂnﬁq at MﬁhﬂdJm'J:

Omaha Feutherwerght Club

Longarm Quilting Services

WA C
7 e e
% Semi-custom to Custom

% "
< | £3 Z
* Vintage quilts finished

u l, [ter wwnw, nebraskacountryquilter.com

LONGARM SEAVICES Call or text: 402-885-1270

Shelly Clark
S shelly@nebraskacountryquilter.com

1874 Highway 1, Murray, NE 68409

For more information visit:
mangelsens.com/longarm

We have everything a quilt maker needs!

Stop in the store soon!

STORE HOURS: Monday-Saturday 10am - 6pm, Sunday 10am -5pm [0) @

3457 5. B4th 5t. Omaha, NE 68124 | (402) 391.6225 | www.mangelsens.c

Sarah Baker and the OFC IS
invite you to meetings [ v ]
every 2nd Monday of & B — A

the Month. RSVP on our [ & P =g

website, $10 per person.,

To view event calendar or register, visit:
www.mangelsens.com/eventsandclasses

om f EMANGELSEN!

MANGELSENSFABRICS
=FABRICS

402-588-0042
aspoolquilting@gmail.com
www.aspoolquilting.com

Hours: Monday-Saturday 11am - 5pm
Closed Sundays & Major Holidays

Let's Make Semething Beautifi Togethentl/ Ki

Season of Winter, continued from previous page...

Winter’s slower pace grants us the blessing of quiet time. Along with this calm rhythm
often comes the ability to nurture our ideas and plan for the season ahead. Whether it is
being excited about beginning a new business venture or repurposing a small room in our
home to be used for a hobby we have come to love, the winter season is the ideal time
to allow our concepts to come together and take shape. This season embrace the shift to
stillness. Take in the slower moments that allow you to enjoy observing the beauty that
abounds in nature. And when you experience that beauty, share that wonder with those you
hold dear.

Annice Bradley Rockwell is an educator and owner of Pomfret Antiques. She is currently
working on her book, New England Girl. NewEnglandGirl2012 @ hotmail.com

110 2nd St.
Louisville, Nebraska
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Quilt Retreat in the historic Dovey build
in historic Plattsmouth, Nebraska

foll Retoedt | Do you rerd Soma gealfy quiking Hme with

fodi, o BAR | frpnds and Eabeic? Bring yoor sewing
bemPimA b | oorhing, enheished prejects and Hn.l.l;l:"h:r

Sum, ja. M Froe Sam-d pn share fo¢ open srwing, Experienond quiters

SBY
will char tips and ideas
- Heen Sriaam Dl
Sambnn - YSpw iay | DR our owes Shom-and-iell o aife dems

Pl Jan 35 | DO ERade LACA] nestborants ane aeariy fol
W, T | meblls I you aven'l guilied bt kiow hiow
S, lin A |y gew g hae @ machise, biginsng

bt g« Ve ey | DIORECT 018 and aistoraed msirectan will
e, en-36 | D dvaBable ot 1he neneat for aa
S e D | pddmesaal cost e S and up

Locetom Learmiag Gt | o ister today at southeast.edu
ermas | Online Begistration Keyword: Quit

Digrarnrs? (ol w805 1P S o prmad S p s ot Eae du

Emnf o imuIF group relreat huuse in a small fown Nebraska, located

in Cedar Creek opproximately 30 miles from Omaha ond 45 from Lincaln,

This medern cabin will sleep 7 and has all the amenities for your quiliing or crofting needs.
We provide tables, office chairs, design walls ironing boords, oad irons. Completely furnished ond
well lia, just bring your quilting or crofiing projects, personal ifems, and food.

This cebin is also wheelchair occessible.

Contact Juckie: 402-981-0119 or retreatotthecreek@gmail com
for availability, odditionol informotion and to make your reservation.,
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Classwes & Sewn Items * DIMC Floss
Many Kits, many Fat Qoarnters & Far Eighes

Elna Sewing Machines & Repairs

bove of Quilting Shop Hop, February 15-24, 202k,
ﬂ:ﬂul.ar slore hours. IJ'L: up your passport
al The first store you qo fo.

“107 N. Main St. West Point, NE 68788 » 402-372-2004}
Mon-Fri %:30-5:00, Thuer *tl 6:00, Sat 5:00-1:00 or by Appointment. 13
cm—um.nnunml:ahr:uhcnm email: creativenotions$@gmail.com 1§

' ACME Fnbrlc & Quilt Co. | <!
| www.acmefabric.com i N
V¥ Mawny kits, Large and smalll &&mﬁﬁfﬁﬁ“ = |
: o Hot uarters galore wing 27 Jﬁ?% :
# ownly 13 wiles from 1-29
: ) {Ju.l.g 17 neiles fmwr. I-&80 LC mﬂ:r:‘iﬂm :
: HOURS: Tue - Fri Sam-4pm + Sat Sam-3pm Fob 1529 :
\ 1116 Washington St. Blair, NE » 402-533-1015 |

your friends and browsel It's Worth the Drivel
3 miles south of Hartington. NE on Huwy 5:"@‘4
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15 Quilters Commandments

by Deb Heatherly

I hope this gives you a chuckle. As quilters I think we all can relate.

1: I promise to do my part. Money cannot buy happiness, but it does buy fabric and
fabric makes me happy. Since I know that my friends and family want me to be happy,
when I buy fabric, I am doing my part to keep everyone happy.

2: I will put blame where it belongs. My need to buy fabric is the fault of the designers
who create the fabric. I promise to stop buying when they stop creating.

3: I will plan ahead. My stash is my retirement plan. One day I may have to actually use
it. Until then, I’ll buy more new fabric when I need to actually cut and sew, and always buy
extra so I make sure to feed my stash.

4: T will not envy my neighbors stash. Instead, I will diligently shop until I accumulate
an even bigger one.

5: I will practice equality. For every new “toy” my husband buys, I will spend an equal
amount of money buying fabric.

6: I will contemplate. I promise to think daily about all of the projects I will one day
make from my stash. For now, just planning them is enough.

7: I will utilize space wisely. It is important to come up with new ways to hide, (I mean
store), my stash.

8: I will be energy efficient. Stacked neatly, my stash acts as insulation.

9: 1 will exercise my mind. I will do this by thinking of new ways to sneak (aka transport)
the fabric into the house without being seen.

10: I will be a good homemaker. This will be accomplished by coming up with creative
ways to display and blend my stash into the home décor. Charm packs can be coasters.
Yardage can be a tablecloth. What-nots can be placed on jelly rolls as lifters and to add a
pop of color to a display.

11: T will not whine. No, if a friend buys the last piece of a certain fabric that I wanted,
I will not whine. I do reserve the right to guilt her until she shares.

12: T will support the local container store. I will buy the largest containers possible
because they will hold lots of fat quarters. As a bonus, when stacked in the kitchen cupboard
behind cereal and cookies, they will be camouflaged from my husband.

13: I will actually complete a quilt or two. By doing so I will need to replace the used
fabric and my family cannot accuse me of hoarding. I will also keep in mind that quilts
come in all shapes and sizes. A table topper counts as a completed project.

14: T will always be there for my fellow quilter. Especially when she needs fabric
therapy. I promise to accompany her on all buying trips and will clean out my car before
the trip so there is plenty of room for the purchases. I will further support her by offering to
store her purchases in my car until she can sneak (aka transport) them into her own house
without her husband seeing.

15: Finally, I will practice DUI. “Developing Ultimate Inventory.” This supports my
local quilt shop and keeps them in business so I can continue to develop my stash.

Deb Heatherly is a designer for Creative Grids® rulers and the author of eight popular
pattern books. Creative Grids® fans are invited to join her Facebook group, “Grids
Girls,” for tips and inspiration. https://www.facebook.com/groups/770429649800457/. The
annual Grids Girls winter mystery begins in January. Shop Owners are invited to join her
group just for you, “Grids Girls for Quilt Shop Owners Only” https://www.facebook.com/
groups/273593657256524. Visit Deb’s website at www.Debscatsnquilts.com.
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Nuts & Bolts Chocolate Chip Cookie Recipe

1 cup Crisco shortening 1/2 cup brown sugar

Mix until creamy

1 cup sugar

Add:
2 eggs 2 tsp. Watkins Vanilla
1 tsp. soda 1 tsp. salt

Then add 2 cups of Semi-Sweet chocolate chips. Mix until well blended.

Add 2 1/2 cups of flour. Blend well.

Bake at 375 degrees for 12 - 13 minutes.

Who doesn’t like a chocolate chip cookie?! Thanks to Earleene Kellogg from
Nuts and Bolts Fabric in Edgemont, SD for sending in this recipe. She said
the cookies are a favorite at the shop so, stop in for a treat!
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13% Annual
National Quilting Day 2024

a FREE community event
Saturday, March 16, 2024 9am-4pm

International Quilt Museum
33rd & Holdrege, Lincoln, NE
Lectures - Quilt Exhibitions - Hands-on Activities
and “sew"” much more!
LincolnMOG blogspot.com Sponsored by
LincolnQuiltersGuild.org OMQG.blogspot.com
InternationalQuiltMuseum.ong nsgg.org

New Exhibitions in 2024
at the International Quilt Museum

The New Year is officially here, and along with it are many new exhibitions at the
International Quilt Museum (IQM).

“Multifaceted: The Work of Katie
Pasquini Masopust” is on display
in the Von Seggern Gallery through
May 4. Pasquini Masopust’s art
quilts have garnered a substantial
following among quilt enthusiasts
and collectors, and it’s not hard to
understand why.

These beautifully crafted,
dynamic quilts span a near 30-
year career and are often created in
series by the artist. Explore Pasquini

Masopust’s quilted themes of
nature, music, graffiti and grids in this steller exhibiton that expands the conceptions of
quiltmaking.

“World War I Quilts: The Sue Reich Collection,” now showing in the Coryell Gallery
until April 13, 2024 features several historical quilts that richly illustrate the needlework
of the time. From 1917 to 1919, quiltmakers responded to global tumult in a variety of
ways: they told stories of loss, they shared patriotic messages and used quilts to raise
funds in support of the Red Cross.

Reich’s collections of World War I and World War II quilts were donated to the IQM
in 2022. She also supports U.S. veterans and service members through the Quilts of Valor
(QOV) program. As part of Reich’s commitment to QOV, museum-goers can submit
handwritten messages that will be incorporated into a quilt for a veteran.

In the Gottsch Gallery through April 20, 2024, explore historic quilts of the 1930s in
“A New Deal for Quilts.” With quilts from the era and historical images, this exhibition
shares the stories of quiltmakers’ response to the Great Depression as well as the ways the
U.S. government embraced quilts and quiltmaking in the New Deal.

At times, government programs used the symbolic heft of quilts to communicate values
and behaviors that benefited individuals and communities during the Depression. While
quiltmaking represented the thrifty values of the 1930s, quilts were feel-good objects that
bolstered people’s morale and provided comforts of home to Americans in precarious
living situations during these trying times.

Dr. Janneken Smucker’s accompanying book “A New Deal for Quilts” is also available
through the IQM’s museum store. This beautifully illustrated book contains over 100
images including full-color, full-page images of 1930s-era quilts and dozens of historical
black-and-white photographs of people making, using and enjoying quilts.

The International Quilt Museum at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln is home to the
largest publicly held quilt collection in the world. With more the 8,800 quilts and quilt-
related objects from more than 65 countries, from modern studio art to traditional textiles,
there’s something for everyone to appreciate at the museum.

Visit the IQM during regular opening hours Tuesday through Saturday from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Enjoy FREE access to the galleries from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. on the first Friday of
each month.

For more information, visit internationalquiltmuseum.org.

National Quilting Day
March 16, 2024 at International
Quilt Museum in Lincoln

The 13th National Quilting Day will be held at the International Quilt Museum at
the University of Nebraska in Lincoln. This tribute to quilting will be held on Saturday,
March 16, 2024, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The Museum is the home of the largest known public collection of quilts in the world.
Quilting Day 2024 is a FREE community event for all ages and includes free Museum
admission, demonstrations, lectures, displays and access to the current exhibitions.

Lunch will be available for purchase for those who want to spend the entire day at the
Museum. Free parking is available in all University parking lots north of the Museum
and across 33rd Street at Hardin Hall (including restricted lots). The International Quilt
Museum located at 1523 N. 33rd Street on the corner of 33rd Street & Holdrege Street.

Popular lectures will be offered during both morning and afternoon in identical sessions.
Come, sit down, relax and enjoy this year’s informative programs:

9:30 a.m. & 1:00 p.m. Making Scraps POP!, Bonnie Kucera

10:15 am. & 1:45 p.m. Feed Sacks, an American Farytale Exhibition, Sarah Walcott
and Jamie Swartz

11:00 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. The Modern Quilting Bee, Bee Sew Quilty

This year’s family-friendly event features Habitat for Humanity, Lincoln Modern Quilt
Guild’s community outreach project, Quilts of Valor to award a quilt to a local veteran
at noon, Learn to Quilt for all ages, Make and Take Projects for the entire family and
Handwork Demonstrations and Display — come sit and stitch! Collection Care in Action
will be featured in the Conservation Workroom where guests can learn from volunteers
and staff how the Museum cares for textiles. The Museum is always looking for additional
volunteers.
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Quilt Exhibitions in the International Quilt Museum galleries will feature Feed Sacks,
An American Fairy Tale; World War I Quilts, The Sue Reich Collection; Multifaceted, The
Work of Katie Pasquini Masopust; A New Deal for Quilts, SAQA 12x12 and Under the
Tuscan Sun, The Works of Ana Marie Brenti.

What’s new in the quilting industry? AccuQuilt, Aurifil & Handi Quilter, as well as
local shops— Bernina Sewing Center, Cosmic Cow, Nebraska Quilt Company and Millard
Sewing Center—will have all the latest machines and products for visitors to see.

With all that is being offered, you will want to be sure to attend National Quilting
Day 2024! Updates and additional details will be available on the websites and Facebook
pages of sponsoring groups: International Quilt Study Center & Museum: www.
internationalquiltmuseum.org; Lincoln Quilters Guild: www.incolnquiltersguild.org;
Nebraska State Quilt Guild: www.nsqg.org; Omaha Modern Quilt Guild: omqg.blogspot.
com and Lincoln Modern Quilt Guild: lincolnmqg.blogspot.com.
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Giveaway Winner from Nov-Dec Issue

We have one giveaway winner from our last issue.

Debbie Bullock from Geneva will be sent a $25 Gift Certificate to be spent at her
favorite Country Register advertiser, The Quilt Basket in York. Debbie told this is her
favorite shop because, “They are a wonderful quilt shop with helpful associates and
friendly smiles!”

We love hearing from our readers about how they enjoy The Country Register and use
it to hunt for great finds, interesting items and special events. In this issue, there is another
$25 Gift Certificate giveaway so be sure to enter and tell us where you pick up the paper.
Remember to take a copy with you when you travel in and around Nebraska this winter!
We wish all a very Happy New Year!
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The Sorrowful Saga of “Sad” Irons
by Jay Mark
make you feel better about your place in time. I am referring to the household chore of
ironing clothes. Particularly the era of “sad irons.”
Regarding that descriptive name, its origin is not
what you think. Read on. We’ll get to the explanation. _m_ 't*
Today ironing has become a much easier task. We i
for items that require a touch up, there is technology, i J__
like lightweight irons and materials that make the job as Ia--a!fl‘ = | -n-rI-i
stressless as possible. el L
But there was a time (ask grandma or great- ~
grandma) when it was part of a two or three-day routine. L—__ﬁ Fﬁ A
. . . i "™ R
scrubbing clothes — a chore so time-consuming that a n d S|
whole day was reserved for the labor. Then there was a
day, or two, for drying the wash after being laboriously
hung out on a line. And finally, another entire day
dedicated to the misery of pressing out wrinkles in the ST
ing fbrics. o
That gets one thinking. Why do we iron clothes . . .
in the first place? Why can’t wrinkled garments be The history of sad irons
. represented attempts to make
fashionable? I am sure any woman who has done the . .
. h o it as practical an appliance
strenuous job, would universally agree that ironing was ; Lk
A A . > as possible, resulting in many
another asinine brainchild of a man, who immediately . ; . :
iterations as seen in this
When was and who ordained that smoothing wrinkles catalogue page. _aricom
should be fashionable, we are still unsure. But we do know the Chinese were performing the
thankless task with heated metal surfaces, more than 1000 years ago. If the term “wrinkle”
first appeared in the 15th century, it had to follow that “ironing” out “wrinkles” would follow
soon after.
Originally fashioned by blacksmiths, each was an individual creation. As foundries arose,
manufacturing became standardized. Over time, the efficiency of irons was improved by a
pointed oval, polished surface topped with an iron handle.
To heat, the iron was placed atop a cooking
stove or in a hearth fire. The cumbersome ‘7;.,.,,_? 50 .ﬁrm_
Improvemant
in Sed-lrens.

If you’ve never really appreciated the age in which you live, this subject should certainly
have a proliferation of non-iron fabrics and such. And
Monday was the backbreaking job of hand-washing and
" i § i i
< =
entire load of unforgiving fabrics.
assigned the task to a woman.
Pressing wrinkles with a hot, flattened iron surface emerged in the 17th century.
devices could top ten pounds in weight, and

cause burns to the hand by heat transfer to the
handle. Women wore an oven mitt or wrapped
the handle in a towel to avoid injury. Because
of inefficiency, the irons cooled quickly. And
needed to be reheated frequently. Another
challenge was keeping the sole plate clean so
as not to damage garments. All-in-all, ironing
was one of a housewife’s most miserable jobs.

Some welcomed relief came in in 1870
when 19-year-old homemaker Mary Florence
Potts, of Ottuma, Iowa, was awarded a patent
for a dramatic improvement to sad irons. In
her application Potts highlighted features like The first major advancement in sad irons
a hollow iron that could be filled with non- came in 1872, with the novel invention of
conductive materials like paster that kept heat 19-year-old Mary Florence Potts, for whom
concentrated on the base. Later, to reduce her creation was named.
weight, asbestos was often used, adding another danger to ironing. Most notable was a
detachable wooden handle that made managing the iron cool to the touch.

“Mrs. Potts Cold-Handle Sad Iron,” as it came to be called, was sold as a boxed set of
three irons and one removable handle for 70 cents (about $21 today). That way at least one
iron could always be kept hot, thereby reducing ironing time. Potts also made both ends of
the iron pointed because heat was most dissipated from the ends. When one end cooled, the
other could still be used.

Right on the heels of the Potts patent, Henry W. Seely received a patent for an unreliable
electric iron in 1882. It wouldn’t be until the 1920s, that the electric iron would come into
popular use.

Because some rural areas didn’t get electricity until well into the 20th century, Mrs. Potts
Sad Irons were continually manufactured virtually unchanged until 1951. For her invention,
Florence Potts, became one
the most successful woman
inventors of her time.

As for the origin of the
term “sad iron,” it was not a
reflection on the drudgery of
hours spent pressing clothes
with a hot, heavy iron. The
word “sad” is a 17th century
derivative of the Old English
word “sald,” meaning solid,
referring mostly to the heft of
A the iron. The first appearance of

After several years of self-marketing, Mary Ports the name in print came in 1759,
sold her patent to the Enterprise Mfg. Co. An advertising 10 an ad for the appliance in an

trade card promotes the interchangeability of the iron’s edition of the Newport (Rhode
handle. Island) Mercury. Flat irons, a

less-popular alternative name, were likely in use much earlier because it is believed they
originated in Europe as early as the 13th century.
As new fashions appeared in the late 19th and 20th centuries, specialty irons evolved.

Continued on next page...
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"o by Lydia E. Harris
Tea Parties That Say, “I Love You”

by Lydia E. Harris

“Love Makes the World Go Round” is a song from the 1960s musical Carnival. Sixty
years later, the lyrics still inspire me. In this new year, we have many opportunities —
including Valentine’s Day —to share love with others. Here are a few ideas for tea parties
that say, “I love you,” which could help us make the world go "round.

Tea Parties at Home

Last year when my extended famlly celebrated the engagement of my niece Lena and
. L %  her fiancé, Dylan, the couple requested ideas for

dates. I set a “date” for them to come for tea.

On a sunny afternoon, I served Dylan and Lena
tea outdoors on our deck. A large red heart, a potted
pink Gerbera daisy, and two wedding cake toppers
decorated our setting. One came from my sister’s
wedding cake and featured a bride and a sailor—
like the navy man she married. The other bride and
groom had graced my cake 56 years earlier.

While we nibbled croissants filled with chicken
salad and sampled other treats, I enjoyed getting
to know Dylan and hearing about their wedding
Vs plans. In honor of their recent engagement, I had

Lena & Dylan baked Royal Rings, a cookie shaped like a ring with
sweet candy jewels. (See recipe below from my book). I also served several tea blends and
rhubarb punch, a popular family beverage. We sipped tea from my mother’s pink floral
teacups. Since Lena was named after my mother, Helena, I gave her the set of teacups as a
gift. And because this was a “date” for them, I offered them dates to eat.

I sent them home with the flowering centerpiece and a few favorite cookies. They said
good-bye with beaming faces, anticipating the joy of their not-too-distant wedding day.

Tea Parties to Go

My friend Barbara and I enjoyed making memories together in tearooms. But when I
became ill and couldn’t get out, Barbara made the hour’s drive to my home with a tea party
to go. In addition to a tea lunch, she brought a cheery yellow floral teacup. “This is your
sunshine cup,” she said as I sipped tea from my new cup and savored homemade goodies.
The tea and her kind gesture warmed more than my body. It also warmed my heart and
added joy to my life.

Tea Parties by Mail

If you can’t deliver a tea party in person, you could share love by mailing a tea party.
That’s what I recently did for my friend Barbara. Now, years after she brought me a tea
party to go, her health has declined, and she lives in a skilled nursing facility. Since I can’t
make the long drive to bring her tea, I mailed a tea party in a box. I contacted her daughter
in advance and arranged to have her share the tea party box and enjoy teatime with her
mother.

The box included two floral china teacups, several tea blends, shortbread cookies, and
other treats. I also sent paper plates, napkins, silk flowers, and a few small gifts. Just as
Barbara’s tea party brightened my day, now I could return the favor via mail and add cheer
to her life.

Tea Parties in 2024

As I recall the song “Love Makes the World Go Round,” another song plays in my
mind. During my childhood, I learned the song “Brighten the Corner Where You Are.” 1
still embrace those words and seek ways to add love and joy to the lives of others. Teatimes
are one way that works for me. And when I bless others, it also adds joy to my life.

Throughout the year, I hope you will join me and look for ways to show love to others.
Perhaps we’ll serve tea in our homes, deliver a tea party to go, or mail one in a box.
Whatever we do, let’s make the world go ’round with our love.

Lydia E. Harris is a tea enthusiast, grandmother of five, and the author of three
grandparenting books: GRAND Moments: Devotions Inspired by Grandkids (2023); In
the Kitchen with Grandma: Stirring Up Tasty Memories Together; and Preparing My Heart
for Grandparenting. All are available online and wherever books are sold.

From Lydia’s Recipe File:

Royal Rings

Ring-shaped cookies with sweet candy
jewels

(Recipe from Lydia’s book GRAND
Moments: Devotions Inspired by Grandkids,
pages 213—-14)

Gather

1/2 cup soft butter (1 cube)

2/3 cup sugar

3 egg yolks (save whites for another use)

1 teaspoon vanilla

1 1/2 cups flour

1/2 teaspoon baking powder

1/4 teaspoon salt

Multicolored sprinkles

Candied fruit or small candies that won’t
melt (such as Boston Baked Beans, Juicy
Fruits, or Dots)

Make

1. Preheat oven to 375°.

2.  Inalarge bowl, cream together the butter and sugar.

3.  Addegg yolks and vanilla to creamed mixture and beat until light and fluffy.

4.  Combine flour, baking powder, and salt. Sift dry ingredients into the sugar mixture
and mix well.

5. Shape into 1-inch balls.

6.  Push your finger through each ball to shape it into a ring. Make sure the opening
is at least 1/2-inch wide, so it doesn’t close while baking.

7.  Dip the top side of each ring into colored sprinkles. Place on a lightly sprayed
baking sheet.

8.  Add a piece of candied cherry or small candy on each cookie for a jewel.

9.  Bake 10 to 12 minutes or until golden brown.

10. Carefully remove cookies to a cooling rack.

Makes 24 rings.

Everything for the quilter! '
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& Creative ldeas Galore

f,'ll/{ Kona 365 Store
743 W;2nd St., Hastings, NE 68901

w}' - getyourstitchon@calicocottagenebraska.com
" e www.calicocottagenebraska.com
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“CHUG ON DOWN TO RAILROAD TOWNE"

70 PLUS DEALERS
RAILROAD TOWNE

Antique Mall
Cabin Fever Sales Discount Storewide in February!

Check out our weekly Facebook Live sale every Thursday at 6:30pm

319W. 3rd 5t., Downtown Grand Island - (308)398.2223
Regular Howrs: Monday-Saturday 10am-&pm - Sunday 1pm-Spm
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BERNINA® mrw
Wacarr'_lr /M BET Ejl_l L. L. Basics & Silky Solids fabric, designs & blanks 5

: Now offering E2E Quilting L, | : I:
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Quality Sew & Vac p —

| 1004 N. Diers Ave Ste 250 Grand Island =
) 308-382.7310 _ LA
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*:3"«-; Nebraska B&B

and Unigue Lodging

nebraskabb.com

“Sad” Irons, continued from previous page...

Distinct irons were needed to handle elaborate decorated clothing, ruffles, pleats, fluting and
the like.

Unless you are glutton for punishment and want to see just how unpleasant ironing can
be, you might want to consider another use for these mechanisms of misery. Door stops come
to mind. Or paperweights. Or with painted ornamentation, intriguing decorative items.

VALUE: The best thing about collecting sad irons, is they can be acquired for relatively
inexpensive cost. While rare or unusual examples can top $30, many can be purchased for
less than $10. How you decide to use them is up to you.

Good Books & Video: The Evolution of the Sad Iron, by A H. Glissman, published in
1970 remains the definitive and informative resource on the subject.

A Collector’s Guide to Pressing Irons & Trivets by Esther S. Berney is another
comprehensive history.

The Hagley Museum & Library has created a short video telling the story of Mrs. Potts.
https://shorturl.at/twzA3

Virtually an antique himself, Jay Mark, has more than a half-century experience in
the antiques business. He owns Those Were The Days!, an online specialty bookstore. A
recognized historian, he also teaches, lectures and frequently writes about antiques and
history. Reach him at jaymark@twtdbooks.com © 2024
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Our shop features great new
fabrics and unique ideas. We are
also the home of Cabin Cutie
patterns by Cut Loose Press.
Find everything for the quilter, | =

wool cppliquer and rug hooker. =i
semmeem——emmee———e—eee—— 101 West Front Street,
www.the-quilt-rack.com ] North Platte, NE
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E Open Mon-Fri 10-5 = Sat 10-4 {308) 532-2606
NE Largest Sewing Shop in the Panhandle |
Over 48 years in business! "
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fols of secring and oveating Wﬂw
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Yot One Stgp Sewring Thop
7155 Liage Kd.,
Hemingford, NE 69348
(308 4873000
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BERNIMNA. Janome and Handi-Ouilner.
Chver 2700 5. ft of 100% comons, Banncks
and more, Parremms, MNotons, Books, Burmons,
and a varsery of sewing & doecorative thecads !
Open: Moe-Fri 105« Sai 104 Mountain Standard Time )
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[2< East 8th PO Box (84 Cozad, NE 69130
308-784-2010

5000 Bolts of 100% Cottons Flannels. Minkee,

100% Wool. Wool Blend Felt and plenty of inspiration.
prairiepointjunction@yahoo.com  www.prairiepointjunction.com
Mon-Fri 10:00-5:00 - Sat 10:00-4:00 a

Wagner's Quilis
5 and Conversation Quilt Shop
100% Cotton Fabric ~ Over 20 Wide Backs
GIFT CARDs make great gifts - they always SEW WELL!

50 Dozen SKUs DMC Embroidery Floss
N 4,::4 Ehu;s:tr;;; St N ‘ihu:r]:u H-:nur:; hignn-l:ri m-:, Sat |u~4.- .
Arapahoe, NE 68g22 e-miil: wagnersquilts@wagnersquiltsioo:

1 12 blocks I'.u-!'j:.lb'h'a.:l-' 3(:3-952-3453
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uriing
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How Quilting Can Promote
Relaxation and Mindfulness

by Steve Baker

We all know what quilting is, but let’s explore how quilting can promote relaxation
and mindfulness and share tips for incorporating these practices into your quilting routine.
The Benefits of Mindfulness in Quilting

" In today’s circles where mental and physical health
are so important, we hear a great deal about mindfulness.
It is the conscious practice of being thoroughly present
and engaged in the current moment. It involves non-
judgmental awareness of your thoughts, feelings and
physical sensations. When you practice mindfulness,
you’re able to let go of distractions and focus on the task
at hand. This can lead to a range of benefits, including
reduced stress and anxiety, improved emotional regulation
and increased coping skills.

The Comfort of Repetition

’ 8 One of the key ways that quilting promotes mindfulness
is through the repetition of simple, familiar motions. When you quilt, you may find
yourself repeating the same stitch pattern or motion over and over again. At first, this may
seem tedious or monotonous, but over time, it becomes a soothing, comforting process.
Repetition is comforting because it creates a predictable rhythm that you can rely on. It
can be particularly helpful when you’re feeling stressed or anxious, as it provides a sense
of stability and routine.

Practical Tips for Practicing Mindfulness While Quilting

If you’re looking to incorporate more mindfulness into your quilting practice, here are
a few practical tips to keep in mind.

1. Create a Comfortable Space: The environment you quilt in can have a big impact
on how relaxed and present you feel. Create a comfortable, inviting space that feels safe
and soothing to you. You may want to add soft lighting, calming music, or other elements
that help you to feel relaxed and focused.

2. Choose Simple Projects: When you’re first starting out with mindful quilting, it can
be helpful to choose simple, repetitive projects that allow you to settle into a meditative
rhythm. A straight-forward patchwork quilt or simple block pattern can be a great starting
point.

3. Breathe: Breathing exercises can be a helpful way to relax and center yourself
before and during your quilting practice. Start with a few deep, slow breaths before you
begin to center your thoughts and continue to focus on your breath throughout the process.
This takes practice so be forgiving and understanding with yourself when you lose focus.

4. Take Breaks: While quilting can be a soothing and meditative practice, it’s also
important to take breaks when you need them. If you’re feeling tired or overwhelmed, step
away from your project for a few minutes and do something else. Take a walk, read a book,
or simply sit quietly and breathe. Returning to your quilting project with a fresh mind can
help you to feel more engaged and energized.

Quilting is a wonderful way to promote mindfulness and relaxation but like all new
skills, it takes practice. Give yourself grace during the process. It doesn’t matter if you’re a
long-time quilter or a beginner, adding mindfulness to your quilting practice can help you
to achieve greater emotional balance and wellbeing.

Steve Baker is the Director of Marketing at SewEndipitous located at 1093A Albright
Road in Rock Hill, South Carolina. For more information visit the website www.
SewEndipitous.com

Building Harmony
Working From Home

by Jeff Cappis

Writer’s block. This is the worst thing a writer can experience. I’m lucky enough to be

able to work from home on our acreage. I have hills and trees outside my office window to

inspire me, which is good, because life out here is what I write about. Our experiences out

here give me a wealth of material, but lately I’ve been having trouble getting started. I can’t
seem to get the ideas to flow. I actually lose sleep over it.

This morning, after only 3 hours sleep, I was awakened

by the sound of a jackhammer. At first, I thought it was a city

W crew doing road work, but then it occurred to me; we live

4l ‘i-_: on a gravel road, nobody uses jackhammers out here and we

o haven’t seen a road crew for years. I got up and went to look
, P around. The sound led me outside.
f e, As it turns out, there was a woodpecker trying to peck a

I':. 2 ! hole into our house! Tired and grumpy, I tossed some gravel

. . at him and he flew off. Now I couldn’t sleep, so I poured a
= / - coffee and went back to my computer. Still the ideas weren’t

= ' coming. After 30 minutes of staring at a blank screen (and

getting more depressed), the jackhammer came back.

I went outside and tossed some more gravel at the bird
on the roof. He took off. With a low grumble I stomped back
inside to my blank screen to get more depressed. Not for
long though, soon Jack was back and I wound up going outside again, tossing more gravel.

This went on all morning. We were beginning to have more gravel on the roof than in
the driveway. Every time I went back to the computer, I was madder and more determined
to get some kind of story written.

By noon my blood was boiling, still no story on the computer, I’d had 4 cups of coffee
(and had to go to the bathroom), and that @#$% bird was hammering on my house again.
I snapped! Going outside once more, I was determined to blast that bird back to the stone
age once and for all! I picked up a good size rock and swung back... then I had to stop.

Taking aim, my eyes locked on him and I noticed something for the first time that
morning. What I saw was a beautiful red, black and yellow little bird. I hadn’t really looked
at him before. Perched on the very edge of the house he just looked at me innocently. I
dropped the rock. A calm came over me when I realized that this fragile little creature was
just trying to make a home for his family or maybe the constant knocking was a mating
call. If it was, he must have been very desperate. He had no idea this was my house, the
poor devil was probably just trying to get by. Just like me. I finally felt at peace with the
world around me. It was nice.

I guess Jack felt differently. He kicked down some gravel, squawked real loud, and
pointed his butt at me. Then he went back to hammering with a vengeance. All I could do
was watch. As he slammed away, his head was a blur. He wacked at that house with his
beak for 20 minutes. Then he stopped, staggered around the roof and fell off into a bush.
Last time I saw him, he was wobbling down the driveway trying to get his bearings.

The steel gutter he’d been banging on was undamaged.

Now I find myself back staring at a blank screen on the computer and banging my head
on the desk. I sure hope I can come up with something to write about.

© Jeff Cappis 2024 jcappis@telus.net
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Simons Says Antigues =

Antiques - Collectibles - Primitives - Iron Decor & Signs

153 E 5th 81, Wahoo, NE
Moeday - Frday 10-530- Salurday 10-4- Sumday 124

Jim & Vicki Simons 402-607-0038

New Knees! No Pain!
What a way to start 2024,
Looking forward to the New Yearl

2402 135 Street Columbus Nebraska 4025031445
Open Mon. thr Fl—fkﬂﬂ Sat. 10-2 Closed Sunday

Edge to Edge Quiltings””™
Specializing in MEMORY QUILTE{:: ::"",
Barbara Swedenburg . _.* |
Columbus, NE
402-276-4986

I9SE O1LDE OWY. ...,

Fremont’s Favorite Gift Shop 9 yegy, |

In 2023, Voted:
FREMONT BEST GIFT SHOP
BEST BUSINESS DOWNTOWN FREMONT

516 N. Main St. Fremont, NE
Hours: Mon-Fri 9-6 » Sat 9-5 » Sun 11-4  402.727.9009 &'

ips for
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Calico Annie’s Quilt Shop

210 Broadway, Fullerton, NE =~
Howurs Momday-Friday S-S I08-536-2025

_or by appointment » Closed Sor & Swnday
3 Stop by & shop our Annual IRS Scle - January 2nd- 6th

Yes, we WILL be open Sot. Jon &th 9 to NOON = Bargains Golore!!!
We have mew fabrics arriviag doily 5o fo sake room we have eodles of fabrics on sale.

SG‘W Wl’lil_t ﬁf%sﬁ:::ﬁ

We have a great selection of 100% Cotton Fabrics, Books,
Patterns, Notions e» Supplies...for all your Quilting Needs.

The Best Spot in Nebraska for Counted Cross Stitchers!
We have lots of patterns, fabrics in 6ct-36ct and wonderful thread selection

MIS21st Street Dent forge to redeem yor
e Westgate Center f:?i'-"i"ff'“'?m%m and in
SRS Columbus, 68601 770 it 0 e us clbre
RV 402-563-3900 syl
W Howrs: M-F 10-5:30, Sac %l 5

-&bﬁr

Like us on
thnnf

Watch the Magic
Mystery Quilt - 2024
PDresigmed by Ann fonies, Nevada, Mo
i IT youu have any questions contact Enca at WNine Patch Quili & Fabrics, Mevaida, MO

g» Mystery-Duilt

encaskouby & gmail com or 41 7-66T7-T 1KY, Miss one of the pans?
Check waww colminyregister.com
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Thix [Rie2, W& &fe faang 1o s 1Tl nup a KT W e "-I'“‘i”f-' I 1||1|i.,5.||'\-..! The Cin the wiong sade of Fabaic AL 5 1 5, mark 3 dsgonal e . Malchang mght ssdes fopether
of Ade W, sew 1 inch on either side of the dravwn line. Press

Cul on the drawn lime. Fress lowands B
Square these reo bliocks o4 82 x4 12, See diagram below. Set aside

firsd size Onishes 48 x 4%, The second size fnishes 60 x 76, Since the irst

saze b haby quilt siee o a lap cover for the coar, somcone wheelchair Bounad,

H
cte., youl ean chonse fabrc accordiaghy. I you want the kigger quili, that
will be Part 3 - x O the RIGHT SIDE of the above A/ square, night sides ogether,
s Lher 2 2 x4 Fabric A Set seam, press open bowands A

O the bomom. night sides together, sew a 2 W8 x 6 4 Fabric A, Set scam, press open !

e other mem thing aboad this guilt ix, 5% desipned witl jest oo Thbsics. Bowards &

Ihe kew ix 1o make sure yvou have a light o medinm = 1 osed a subile pring
s L b E o i Oy Eher bwon o ¥ ;o W ) sgmanes: diraw o diaponal line oo the woong side.

ikt g comglinsenied or eahanced by a dark = 1 usad a tone om foae hack, O the above set, right sides iopesher, place 5 4 4 x 4 1 Fabric 1 in the BOTTOM
Erica has had this line of fabric i her store Tora bt andl every time | pass by RIGEHT CORNEE, muking were the comer. and ':l'Jf= line op i
it, [ sloww divarm anad drossl over the rich shades and omes inoan. 5o, e gquili is | srongly emcourage yoa o pin these ingesher at this poim 50 that the 4 L x4 b B hlock
dhownn| shifl whes vou sew
'-I'-'""Jl“'-"-l arciind 1his line of fabnc. Tak your timne . and =% on the diagonal line. [ found i o be more scouraie if I set my
merdle posi oo a stifch 8o the mght of the &agosal B o | wasn't sewing derectdy on il That gives the fabnc
Fth-l'il.' RL‘('I.IEI“I.‘IIIEIIIH: :-.'-hl.-. o Todd cver and *squase Hp o e ooumer el DR soamn and press ofpen fow ards Fabne B. See [hagrams
TN

Cukht Oyption &1
Fahric & - 2 34 varls Faboic B (dark} - 2 yanls
Humiog (dark ) = 4 yarl

Al ghis parind, vou willl have three lavers of Tobm i the boilom nght cormer wihich is & bil Balky. 1T vowr comer
matches up and your block is a square 6 3 x & &, then vom can wrim the excess [abnic so the blodk isn’t oo
By, Ol B oxcies “triseghe” and sof aaxde, These triasghes can be sewn logether and sgeared info 3 M x5 8
1 half squame iriangles for anodber progect

Okl Ovption 82 (addditbonal fabre needed)
Fahric & = 2 yards Fabeic B (dark) = % vand
Humig (darky = % yarl

Folloewing the instructions and diagrams above, night sdes together, sew a
2 bz x v inch Fabrie A 1o the REEIT STDE of the above block. Sef seam
ani press dowards A

in The Bodtom ssde, night sides lopeiher. oo a 2 W x ¥ 12 inch Fabric . Sel
the seam and press somards Fabne A, A this point. your Mock should be §
11 x B b inches

Taking the secomd 4 4 x 4 1 inch Fabric B block. right sides logether, place
i i b botlom mephd comer, makimg sure your corners and sides magch
Pin in place. Sew along the diagonal line. Seq seam and press open towasds

FART 1:
Making the Block: (dake A5 blocks ) Cut (per Block)

Fabric A
Fabee B, Agaim, make sure Block is sgquare and then rim eatra Gaba and
| =5x5 inch save for amather project. See diagram below
| =2t xd ¥ inch2=2¥xh¥imchil=2%xE¥inch i
: Bk 3 ook boall, Tolionmg the
Fabric B i - above directions
| =%x3% / _,-"'f
2=d B xd s inch i
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Cou ntrgberries Desfg"ls
[:I'Dﬁtﬂ Pillow

This Snowman has

50 many  possi-
biliies! He was de- f
signed 10 be a wool
appliqued pillow ©op @
with bells or buttons

bul could aiso ba
a fable mat or wall
hanging. He could =
be @ punchnesdie ar
hooked g pieca. If
YOU'NE & painter, ore- (o]
ate Frosty on paper,
wood  of  canvas.

He'd make a cule E
note card. @ <
Enlarge this pattem =
te your desired size | ;
Whatever craft you o
choose, have fun and be creativel, Mot for commercial use. Please give the artist credit
Dcslgna:l I:I'-I.J I-Latl'lq- Graham

Cou ntrgberries Lic

Whimsies and necessanes for your counlry home and garden
330 North Road Deerfield, NH 03037
603-463-7615 www.countrybernes.com Like us on Facebook

Opar Thew- Sun 104 Cloging for the winler Dec 31
Cindlgr frovm countrybames. com 247 and fallow Countrybemmaes on Facebook. n

Enter to Win a $25 Gift Certificate

The Country Register is giving away one $25 Gift Certificate to be spent at a local
advertising Shop to one of our lucky readers! Use it to go shopping at your favorite
Country Register advertiser.

The drawing will be held on February 1st and the winner will be announced in our
March-April issue. The gift certificate will be mailed to the winner.

Entry Deadline is February 1, 2023
(Names are not sold, given away or used for any other purpose.)

Drawing Entry Form

Name
Phone
Address
City, State & Zip
E-mail address:

Name of my favorite Country Register advertiser is:

Tell us what makes this advertiser your favorite:

To enter, complete this form and mail to:
The Country Register, 515 E. Carefree Hwy, #1128, Phoenix, AZ 85085
(Photocopy of form is fine. Be sure to answer all questions.)

Or email the information to: Nebraska@barlomedia.com
and put “Gift Certificate” in the subject line.

Please tell us about a local Nebraska quilt shop, antique store, gift shop, etc that you
would like to see advertising in that you would like to see advertising in the special
Fall issue of in The Country Register:

We welcome your comments and/or suggestions about The Country Register. Include
a note with your drawing entry, send us an email or give us a call at 1-888-942-8950.
We enjoy hearing from our readers!
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15 stores, 1005 of prizes, FT@ @ it at Every Store
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(A SHOP HOP!
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Visit www AllKonsasNebroskoShopHop.com and join our Facebook Group:

uw.focebook.com/groups/olikensosnebraskashophop to learn oll about it.




